FREQUENTLY ASKED QUESTIONS

How long will the divorce take?

In instances where the parties can easily reach a settlement and where there are no 
minor children involved the parties can look to finalizing a divorce action in around 6 to 9 
months, although this depends on the complexity of the matter.
What are the costs involved?

The costs depend on the length of time necessary to finalise the matter and also on the 
forum. Certain divorce actions are better suited to the High Court and others may be 
instituted in the Southern Divorce Court. High Court matters are more expensive and 
usually take more time to finalise.

Can the parties use one attorney?

In principle it is possible for both parties to use on attorney, although it is not preferable. 
This is because in the event that the parties use one attorney and the action becomes 
opposed later on an attorney who initially took instructions from both parties should 
withdraw from the entire action.
Are the services of an attorney necessary?

Yes. Although parties may approach the Regional Court (previously known as the 
Southern Divorce court) in person it is best to obtain professional legal advise, at least to 
ensure that all legal principles applicable to dissolution of the marriage is considered.

Are there any hard and fast rules relating to the awarding of custody of minors?
No. Unfortunately any divorce where minors are involved could take longer to finalise, 
especially where there is disagreement regarding where the children should reside post 
divorce. The children’s best interest will always be a primary concern when adjudicating 
this question and it is in some instances necessary to retain the services of other 
professionals such as social workers and child psychologists.

What documents must be provided?

· Marriage certificate

· Ante nuptial contract
· All documents indicating the parties’ financial position
· Children’s birth certificates

· A schedule of monthly income and expenses

· Recent bank statements

